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My Two Cents
By: Walter Clark, DVM, DABVP

“Our dilemma is that we hate change and love it at the same time; what
we really want is for things to remain the same but get better.”
~ Sydney J.

Harris

| like to start each column with a quote that gives the reader a clue as

to my topic of choice. | usually use a quote from a very famous person,
Einstein, JFK, Gandhi, so that we don’t have to run to Google to find out who
said that. This column is an exception.

| had to look this up, but Syndey J. Harris was a longtime columnist for the Chicago Daily News and
the Chicago Sun Times. His syndicated work was published in about 200 newspapers across North
America. Not as famous or well-known today, but | thought this quote was especially appropriate for
this column.

Declinism is the most direct term for the belief that a society, institution, or even the world in general
is tending towards decline. It's the tendency to view the past more favorably and the future more
negatively.

Think about how fondly we reminisce about the “good old days.” We tend to think that the future
looks pretty bleak, that our best days are behind us, and that we may not be able to bounce back.
Read more...

Justin Rhinehart Named Permanent Dean of UT Extension

Justin Rhinehart, who has been serving as interim dean of Extension,
took on the role on a permanent basis June 1.

Many of you are familiar with Justin’s work. He has served UTIA as a
professor in the Department of Animal Science and as Extension beef
cattle specialist, as well as assistant dean of agriculture and natural



https://d31hzlhk6di2h5.cloudfront.net/20250611/87/51/a3/de/03e2bbf580ba54f94feb28c8/June_15_2025_My_Two_Cents.pdf

resources and community economic development.

A native of Loudon County, Justin’s family managed a diversified farming operation growing
livestock, tobacco and nursery crops along with family in Jefferson County. He earned his bachelor
of science degree from what is now the Herbert College of Agriculture in 1999 in agriculture and
Extension education and went on to earn an MS and PhD in reproductive physiology from the
University of Kentucky and West Virginia University, respectively. Justin served as assistant
Extension professor in the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences at Mississippi State University
before joining the Department of Animal Science in 2010 as an assistant professor and Extension
beef cattle specialist.

Justin has moved up through the professorial ranks, winning many awards and recognitions and
co-authoring numerous academic papers and Extension publications. Among his many awards, he
is the recipient of the UT Institute of Agriculture’s Charles and Patricia Goan Excellence in
Customer Service Award in 2021.

As an Extension beef cattle specialist, Justin translated research findings into management
practices that improve the profitability of beef cattle production and the quality of life for beef cattle
farmers. He has coordinated the Tennessee Master Beef Producer program that annually trains
more than 2,000 beef cattle farmers on improving the health and well-being of their livestock,
economic and environmental sustainability of their farming operation, and quality and safety of the
food they produce. He also provided leadership for the Tennessee Beef Heifer Development
Program, the Tennessee Bull Development and Evaluation Program, and the Bovine Reproductive
Management Training Program.

We would like to take a moment to thank Chris Clark and Vicki Niederhauser, who chaired the
search committee, the committee members, and Brooke Swart, our UT Human Resources
recruiter. These folks worked tirelessly to ensure a successful search.

UT Extension is the embodiment of the Institute of Agriculture’s promise to provide Real. Life.
Solutions. We are thrilled that Justin will lead the talented and dedicated UT Extension faculty and
staff.

Welcome New Members

We had five new members join during the month of May. Please
make Tiffany Heaton in Chattanooga, Tennessee, Karlee Isham in
Nashville, Tennessee, Farah Kuchcicki in Farmingville, New York,
Mariam Shaker in Mount Juliet, Tennessee, and Callie Taylor in
Lebanon, Tennessee feel welcome.

Guard Against Screwworm: What You Need To Know

New World screwworm (NWS) is spreading northward in Mexico,
prompting the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) to suspend live
animal imports through ports of entry along the southern border. A new
AVMA resource spells out what veterinary professionals need to know to
recognize and respond to this flesh-eating fly should it breach the border. Read more ...



https://t.e2ma.net/click/vwufyg/vs7urr/n60kb3

Clinical Approach to Fish Medicine
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The resource for the exotic veterinary professionals

Wednesday, June 25 -1 pm CST

LafeberVet is offering a FREE, live, interactive webinar that is RACE-approved for 1 credit hour.
The Webinar will be presented by Claire Vergneau-Grosset, DMV, IPSAV, CES, DACZM.

Freshwater fish are the most common pets in North America, with over 139 million kept in U.S.
households. Historically, fish medicine has focused on population-based care—a model still relevant
in aquaculture and research settings. However, a more individualized approach is gaining ground.
In this live, interactive, RACE-approved webinar (1 credit hour), Dr. Vergneau-Grosset will cover
key aspects of individual fish care. Topics include history taking, water quality assessment, physical
exams under anesthesia, and comparative diagnostic methods such as clinical pathology and
imaging. This session will also review core principles of medical and surgical treatment.

Register Now

Aging With Grace

As you age, taking care of your health becomes more important. Things like
eating well, staying active, and regular doctor visits can make a difference in
your overall health. Think about building simple changes into your life, start

today! Click here to find out how. i

VPH Webinar

A Trifocal Approach to Improving Professional Wellbeing in
Veterinary Practice

Veterinary

Practice

Presenter: Angie Arora, MSW, RSW Health
Wednesday, July 3 - 1:30 PM CT

Veterinary professionals often work in high-stress, trauma-exposed environments, which can take a
toll on emotional well-being, job satisfaction, and team performance. This session introduces a
practical 'trifocal framework' designed to help individuals and organizations navigate stress and
foster healthier, more supportive workplaces by focusing on:

* Organizational Health: Psychological safety and trauma-informed practices
» Team Health: Effective debriefing and strengthening interpersonal effectiveness
* Individual Health: Nervous system care, emotional regulation, and stress management

Participants will gain concrete tools and resources they can apply right away and be empowered to
foster hope, connection, and well-being even in the most challenging professional environments.

Register Now


https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_fDWxuDM2SNmzWgAfmFqFzg?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Grosset+Press+Release+(Copy)&cmid=0ad52487-1b71-4777-8872-eadcc4b2475a#/registration
https://mygroup.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/June-2025-Poster-English-MAP.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_U8gy25XBR3KOSR7fSRh60A#/registration
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CHRIS REEDER, DVM, DACVD

2019 - owner & founder of Lighthouse Vet Allergy & Derm
2016 - relocated to Middle TN with family from Louisville, KY
2008 - Board Certified Veterinary Dermatologist

2006 - began Derm Residency with Animal Dermatology Clinic
2003 - Auburn University Vet School Graduate

SPECIALIZES IN PERFORMING:

« Advanced otic procedures including; videotoscopy, diode
laser tumor excision, myringotomy, & polpectomy

- Intradermal allergy testing with in-house immunotherapy
preparation

» Cutaneous surgery (biopsies, tumor/growth removal)

« Dermatopathology interpretation

« Cutaneous wound care (non-healing wounds, thermal
injuries, lick granulomas, etc.)

» Molecular diagnostics for infectious & parasitic diseases

located off I-65 in Spring Hill, TN
CALL 615-438-3436

BEFORE & AFTER www.LighthouseVetDerm.com
1 MONTH APART



https://lighthousevetderm.com/
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Join VLI Trek for an Unforgettable Experience!

1 Mt e Tradt!?
v r""/”{ vg [1ef/ e Earn 25 hours of RACE-approved CE credit

Triek s @ Temsear, e * Build resilience and well-being

program developed by the * Enhance personal and servant leadership, emotional intelligence,
Veterinary Leadership Institute communication, conflict management, and self-care

Wad o Wells vl LR » Engage in peer collaboration, teamwork, and reflective practice

care professionals better 4 § % : A .
crdersEnd el el * Experience a highly interactive, evidence-based curriculum

capacity so they can ¢ Benefit from small group workshops with trained facilitators

experience  more fulfilling * Enjoy a safe space with an on-site mental health provider

¢ Explore nearby downtown Hendersonville and 20+ miles of hiking trails

* Relax lakeside during prime leaf-peeping season in the Blue Ridge
Mountains

careers.
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SEPT 27, 2025

CLINICAL
APPLICATIONS
OF VETERINARY
ACUPUNCTURE &
MANIPULATION

SEMINAR "\ SPEAKER: LEA:AI}IDN;gﬁE
1 4 RACE-Approved . : Evﬁ,hnfgcﬁn.mvffgccw,cvmw, | \ YOUR SEAT

CE Hours .' CTPEP, CTCVMP, CVTP, CVFT, CVCH, CVA
TODAY!

Classifieds
Click Here to View All Classifieds on the TVMA Website.


https://veterinaryleadershipinstitute.org/vli-trek/
https://go.chiu.edu/charlotte-tnvma-n2
https://tvmanet.com/practices-amp-equipment-for-sale/
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